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REFRAIN: 

Wade in the water

Wade in the water children

Wade in the water

God’s gonna trouble the water

See that host all dressed in white? 

God’s gonna trouble the water

Well, it looks like the band of the Israelites

God’s gonna trouble the water (REFRAIN)

Jordan’s water is chilly and cold

God’s gonna trouble the water

It chills the body but not the soul

God’s gonna trouble the water (REFRAIN)



O God, you made us in your own image and 

redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 

compassion on the whole human family; take 

away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 

hearts; break down the walls that separate us; 

unite us in bonds of  love; and work through our 

struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 

nations and races may serve you in harmony 

around your heavenly throne; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.

- Prayer for the Human Family 





Covenant for Our Time

• We will listen without interruption.

• We will trust the process.

• We will trust that we are all experts of our own 

experience.

• We will celebrate before we critique.

• We will agree not to shame, blame or attack others      

or ourselves.

• We will honor the difference between intent and impact.

• We will maintain confidentiality.

Covenant drawn from materials created by the Kaleidoscope Institute 

and VISIONS Inc.





www.episcopalchurch.org/jesusmovement





Q:  

What is the 

mission of the 

Church?

A: 

The mission of 

the Church is to 

restore all 

people to unity 

with God and 

each other in 

Christ.  (BCP 805)



reconciliation
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O God, you made us in your own image and 

redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 

compassion on the whole human family; take 

away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 

hearts; break down the walls that separate us; 

unite us in bonds of  love; and work through our 

struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 

nations and races may serve you in harmony 

around your heavenly throne; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.

- Prayer for the Human Family 



“Beloved Community 

is a new adventure of  consecrated men and 

women seeking a new world … who forget 

themselves in their passion to find the common 

life where the good of  all is the quest of  each.”

~ Clarence Skinner ~



Dwelling in the Word: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NRSV)
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less 
a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would 
the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, 
there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 

22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
23 and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater 
honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas 
our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, 
giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension 
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together 
with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.



12 Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit and has many parts; and all the 
parts of the body are one body, even though there are many. 13We were all baptized by 
one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave or free, and we all were given 
one Spirit to drink. 

14 Certainly the body isn’t one part but many. 15 If the foot says, “I’m not part of the body 
because I’m not a hand,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? 16 If the ear says, “I’m 
not part of the body because I’m not an eye,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, what would happen to the hearing? And if the whole 
body were an ear, what would happen to the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God has placed 
each one of the parts in the body just like he wanted. 19 If all were one and the same 
body part, what would happen to the body? 20 But as it is, there are many parts but one 
body. 21 So the eye can’t say to the hand, “I don’t need you,” or in turn, the head can’t say 
to the feet, “I don’t need you.” 

22 Instead, the parts of the body that people think are the weakest are the most 
necessary. 23The parts of the body that we think are less honorable are the ones we 
honor the most. The private parts of our body that aren’t presentable are the ones that 
are given the most dignity. 24The parts of our body that are presentable don’t need this. 
But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the part with less honor 25 so 
that there won’t be division in the body and so the parts might have mutual concern for 
each other. 26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part gets the glory, all 
the parts celebrate with it. 27You are the body of Christ and parts of each other.

Dwelling in the Word: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (CEB) 



What scripture passage or hymn most 

vividly captures Beloved Community?

Decide as a group …



“Difference in hue and 

hair is old. But the belief 

in the preeminence of 

hue and hair, the notion 

that these factors can 

correctly organize a 

society and that they 

signify deeper attributes, 

which are indelible –

this is the new idea ...”

Ta-Nehisi Coates

Between the World and Me





Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 

Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see you 

I want to see you 
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Telling the Truth about Our 

Churches and Race
• What racial, cultural and ethnic groups 

are in our church? 

• Who is around us? 

• What groups shape our common life, 

leadership and worship? 

• How has our church excluded or 

embraced different racial, cultural and 

ethnic groups over time?
How?

• Census of the Church

• Racial Justice Audit of 

Structures and MinistriesWill you persevere in resisting evil, and 

whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord?



Telling the Truth about 

Our Churches and Race

Identify a moment when you saw 

racial hierarchy and racism in The 

Episcopal Church? 
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Proclaiming the Dream of 

Beloved Community
• How has our town/city/area  

participated in racial injustice or 

racial healing over time?

• What is happening today?

• What do we and our neighbors 

dream for Beloved Community? 

• What behaviors and commitments 

would foster it?
How?

• Public Sacred Listening and Learning Engagements
• gather school, church, civic communities

• examine local history 

• examine current racial climate 

• imagine and proclaim what Beloved Community would be 

• commit to behaviors that foster the dream

• pray, sing, inspire and share hope

Will you proclaim by 
word and example 
the Good News of 
God in Christ?
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Practicing the Way of Jesus
• How will we grow as reconcilers 

and healers? 

• What activities, practices, 

learning and experiences would 

(trans)form us? 

• How will we share and receive 

stories, grow relationship across 

dividing walls and seek Christ in 

each other?
How?

• Sacred Ground Film Dialogue Series 

• Beloved Community StorySharing

• Reconciliation Pilgrimages 

• Multicultural,  All Ages Anti-racism 

Training, Formation & Liturgical 

Resources

Will you seek and serve 
Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself?
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Repairing the Breach in Society 

and Institutions
• What social institutions and systems 

most clearly bear the signs of racial 

injustice and brokenness? 

• How could we participate in the 

repair, restoration, and healing of 

people, institutions, and systems?

How?

• Criminal Justice Reform and Re-Entry Ministries 

• Immigration and Refugee Reform and Advocacy

• Efforts to Address Confederate Monuments and 

Correct Historic Record 

Will you strive for 
justice and peace 
among all people, 
and respect the 
dignity of every 
human being?
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Where would your ministry enter the labyrinth? 

If you’re already engaged, 

where in the labyrinth is God calling you to go? 



1. What draws you to this quadrant of the 

Becoming Beloved Community labyrinth? 

2. How – over the next six months – could your 

ministry walk this quadrant of the labyrinth? 

3. What would you need to get moving?



How are you

BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY?
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I come with joy to meet my Lord,

forgiven, loved, and free,

in awe and wonder to recall

his life laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near

to find, as all are fed,

the new community of love

in Christ’s communion bread.

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,

each proud division ends.

That love that made us makes us one,

and strangers now are friends.

Together met, together bound,

we’ll go our different ways,

and as his people in the world,

we’ll live and speak his praise.


