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In 1986 I went to Cres-
tone Colorado on retreat 

to a Carmelite Monastery.  
While I was there I talked 
with Mother Tessa Belieki, 

one of the founders of the order.  As we ended our 
conversation, I asked her for some direction to help 
me grow spiritually.  I was expecting some esoteric 
truth, but she said, “Every day make sure you pray, 
touch and animal, and put your hands in the dirt.” 
While I was slightly disappointed with her advice, 
over the years it has been very helpful.

We put our hands in the dirt to remind ourselves 
of our deepest origins. Our Scripture begins in the 
garden.  Norman Wirzba, a theology professor at 
Duke, has written extensively about the theology of 
gardens. He writes, the Genesis “story says that gar-
dening is the basic, perhaps even non-negotiable, 
human vocation. We are made by God the Gardener 
to do the work of gardening in a place called the 
Garden of Delights. When we do it well, we partici-
pate in God’s own work of protecting and nurturing 
the world.” 

Gardening connects us to the earth and to the cy-
cles of time and seasons. It gets us out of our digital 
world and reminds us that not everything is an app 
on our phone. For me, gardening reminds me that 
I am not in control. I have no idea why plants grow. 
When the tomatoes come out, it’s like Santa leaving 
presents on the fireplace. This increases our capac-
ity for gratitude as shopping never can.  The vege-
tables and fruits aren’t commodities; they are gifts 
that come from work and attention to nature. Thus, 
gardening turns us from consumers to co-creators.
The bookends of the Bible are gardens. As Norman 
Wirzba points out, “God is also gardening at the 
end of time in the new heaven and new earth. In 
the New Jerusalem there is a river of the water of 
life, and on each side of the river is the tree of life 
providing fruit for the feeding and the healing of all 
nations (Revelation 22:1-2). God continues always 
to look after the life he creates. That is what gar-
deners do.” 

I have been so pleased and excited about the com-
munity gardens across the diocese. These are 
vehicles for the parish members to grow spiritual-
ity, relationally, and no doubt physically. Gardening 
gets us out of our heads and into the dirt. Gardens 
remind us of our calling to partner with God as well 
as the truth that we are not in control. They get us 
out of digital time. In addition, we can’t make the 
rain come and sometimes we can’t make the bugs 
go. 

Gardens also connect the parish and the Good 
News of Jesus to the community.  Near the end of 
his ministry, Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” 
After Peter said, “You know I love you,” the Lord 
replied, “Feed my sheep.” No doubt there are many 

Grace and peace,

+G. Porter Taylor
Bishop, Diocese of WNC
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About the Highland Episcopalian
The Highland Episcopalian is a quarterly publi-
cation of the Diocese of Western North Caroli-
na. It is published in February, May, August, and 
November. The magazine is sent to anyone who 
wishes to receive it within the boundaries of 
the Diocese. Those outside the area may sub-
scribe to the magazine for $5 per issue. Dona-
tions to support the cost of mailing the maga-
zine are welcome, and may be made online or 
sent to our office.

If you would prefer to receive it electronically, 
please email Alice Keenan at akeenan@dioce-
sewnc.org. 

For questions, comments, or story ideas, con-
tact the editor: 

Chris Goldman | Episcopal Diocese of WNC
900B CentrePark Drive | Asheville,  NC 28805
Phone: (404) 697-4191
Email: cgoldman@diocesewnc.org
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Transfiguration, Bat Cave:   14.8%
St Paul’s, Morganton:    14.6%
Grace Mountainside, Robbinsville:  11.8%
Trinity , Spruce Pine:    11.0%
St Mary’s, Blowing Rock:   10.7%
St Paul’s, Wilkesboro:    10.7%
St Gabriel’s, Rutherfordton:   10.2%
All Souls, Asheville:    10.1%
Good Shepherd , Cashiers:   10.1%
St Andrew’s, Bessemer City:   10.0%
St David’s, Cullowhee:    10.0%
St Andrew’s, Canton:    10.0%
Redeemer, Shelby:    10.0%
St Mary’s, Asheville:    10.0%
Christ, Sparta:     10.0%
St Luke’s, Asheville:    10.0%
Incarnation, Highlands:   10.0%
All Saints, Franklin:    10.0%
Trinity, Asheville:    10.0%
Grace, Waynesville:    10.0%
Holy Cross, Valle Crucis:   10.0%
Grace, Asheville:    10.0%
St. Matthias, Asheville:    10.0%
*St. George’s, Asheville:   10.0%
St. Luke’s, Boone:    10.0%
St. Thomas, Burnsville:    10.0%
St. John, Flat Rock:    10.0%
Good Shepherd , Hayesville:   10.0%
La Capilla de Santa Maria, Hendersonville: 10.0%
Holy Spirit, Marshall:    10.0%
St. James, Black Mountain:   10.0%
Ascension, Hickory:    10.0%
St. John’s, Asheville:    10.0%
St. Giles Chapel , Asheville:   10.0%
St. Alban’s, Hickory:    10.0%
St. Francis, Rutherfordton:   10.0%
St. John’s, Franklin:    10.0%
Transfiguration, Saluda:   9.9%

Messiah, Murphy:    9.5%
Holy Cross, Tryon:    9.3%
Grace, Morganton:    9.2%
St. Philip’s, Brevard:    9.1%
St. Peter, Denver:    9.0%
St. John’s, Sylva:    8.8%
Calvary, Fletcher:    8.2%
St. Mark’s, Gastonia:    8.0%
Our Saviour, Lincolnton:   7.5%
Holy Communion,  Glendale Springs:  7.3%
St. John’s, Marion:    7.2%
St. Luke’s, Lincolnton:    7.1%
All Saints, Gastonia:    6.8%
St. James, Hendersonville:   6.3%
St. Mary’s and St. Stephen’s, Morganton: 6.0%
St. Paul’s, Edneyville:    5.7%
Holy Family, Mills River:   4.7%
Redeemer, Asheville:    3.0%
Advocate, Asheville:    2.1%
Epiphany. Newton:    1.5%
St. Francis, Cherokee:    0.0%
St. James, Lenoir:    0.0%
**Savior, Newland:    0.0%
Good Shepherd , Tryon:    0.0%

From 2013 Parochial Report unless otherwise indicat-
ed; 2015 Pledge as a % of 2013 NOI   

* Note:  For St. George’s - due to large volatility in the 
parish, the projected income for 2015 was used to 
calculate the percentage pledged to diocese instead of 
the 2013 NOI       
 
** Note that Our Savior Newland is a shared parish 
with the Lutheran Church.  Fifty percent of their 
pledge goes to the Episcopal church and 50% of their 
pledge goes to the Lutheran Church.  

PLEDGE REPORT

We thank all of the parishes for the generous and faithful giving to the diocese 
that supports all of the ministries of the diocese. In addition to the work of this 

diocese, we support The Episcopal Church as a whole. The gift of being an Episco-
palian is that we are connected to a wider Church and that connection enables us to 
help God’s work beyond our own parish. Our local ministries are stronger for the whole 
Body being stronger. Our diocese isn’t a structure, it is the Body of faithful Christians 
seeking to love and serve Christ and our neighbors across Western North Carolina. 



Community Gardens: 
growing together
By Chris Goldman

Community gardens come in many shapes and 
sizes, from a vegetable patch in a tiny vacant lot to 
acres of land with professionally designed plots. 
But what unites them all is the communal aspect: 
people working together to share the bounty of 
God’s earth with others.

A gardener must have a respect for creation and an 
appreciation for the cycles of the seasons, but cre-
ating a community garden adds a human element. 
Jim Long, the inspiration and driving force behind 
the Bessemer City Community Garden, puts it this 
way: “I grew up on a farm and around farmers, so 
I understand what goes into growing food. But for 
me, it’s always been about people.”

In this article, I explore just a few of the many com-
munity gardens in our diocese. If your church has 
a community garden, please send me an email at 
cgoldman@diocesewnc.org; I’d love to share your 
story.

BESSEMER CITY COMMUNITY GARDEN

The impetus for the Bessemer City Community Gar-
den came about from a Justice and Outreach ses-
sion at the diocesan annual Convention a few years 
ago. Long, who serves on the vestry of St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in Bessemer City, listened as 
others extolled the virtues of community gardens. 
Many people in the group said they would love to 
start a community garden, but didn’t have enough 
church property to start one. Long says a light bulb 
went off in his head: “We have land!” he thought. 

St. Andrew’s indeed has about eight flat acres of 
former farmland sitting next to it, which was not 
being used. Long took his idea to members of the 
parish to see what they thought about turning it 
into a community garden. Since many members 
of St. Andrews are older, they wondered about the 
labor involved. Others were worried about having 

special insurance, and still others questioned how 
they would get water to the property.

Using partnerships with the city and other commu-
nity groups and some creative thinking, St. An-
drew’s has solved all these problems and has come 
up with a plan that is as ambitious as any in the 
diocese. 

Since the group got together last August, “Divine 
intervention is what happened here,” says Long. 
The project has brought together the local Meth-
odist and Presbyterian churches in partnership 
with St. Andrew’s. Perhaps most important, the city 
signed on to the project, giving the garden access to 
resources that would help solve many of the initial 
problems that they encountered.

The city wound up leasing the garden property 
from the church for one dollar per year. That en-
abled the city to provide liability insurance. In addi-
tion, the city paid for the water taps to be installed 
in the garden and there are city-contracted commu-
nity workers who help out with some of the labor 
involved.

Other groups have pitched in as well: the tool shed 
was built by students in the high school wood shop.  
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Jim Long picking late rutabagas from the Bessemer City 
Community Garden



The Rev.  Cindy Spicer, the pastor of Concord United 
Methodist Church, has extensive gardening knowl-
edge and helped draw up the plans for the garden.

The garden also received financial support. St. An-
drew’s applied for a $5,000 grant from the diocesan 
Human Hurt and Hope fund. “They came out and 
met with the Rev. Spicer and me,” says Long, “and 
we laid out our plan, and they said, ‘you’re going to 
need more money.’ We re-did the request for more 
money and we were very honored for them to grant 
us $25,000 in seed money.” They also received 
$15,000 from Duke Endowment for a children’s 
playground and garden.

“We are blessed to have this land,” says Long. “We 
want to take this and turn it back into sustainable 
food for the community and the poor. Our first 
couple of months we produced over 600 pounds for 
the Bessemer City Crisis Center. We plan to triple 
that in the next year or two.”

What makes the Bessemer City Garden unique is 
the extent of its reach into the community. “There 
were a lot of gardens in a community, but not, in my 
vision, community gardens,” says Long. “This one is 
supported by the whole town.”

The result is an ambitious plan that brings together 
members of the whole community. “It’s about let-
ting people know we’re here,” says Long. “We want 
people to know the churches are doing something 
for them. I pray and have faith that this will be an 
avenue to bring people back to God.”

The garden committee is still learning as they go 
along, and sometimes they’re “flying by the seat of 
our pants,” as Long puts it. But the important thing 
is that they have a plan, and they have a number of 
different groups dedicated to putting it into action.

The Rev. Connie Connelly, priest-in-charge at St. 
Andrew’s, says, “It’s the vision that makes it amaz-
ing, and the people who have collaborated. It’s just 
a wonderful, wonderful vision.” 
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What makes a 
community garden?
• Donating food. Most community gar-

dens donate at least some portion of what 
they produce to food banks or other area 
resources for the hungry.

• Community Involvement. Many com-
munity gardens allow people to rent or use 
space to grow food. At St. Andrew’s, food 
plots cant be sponsored by businesses; 
they can pick a family or organization to 
support, who can then pick from the gar-
den to provide food for their table. Com-
munity gardens often rely on volunteers to 
help out as well. They also host commu-
nity events, such as fall harvest or spring 
planting festivals.

• Accessibility. Taller raised beds can 
make it easier for the elderly and for 
wheelchair users to join in with the garden-
ing. Community gardens in our diocese of-
ten have programs for children and youth.

• Community space. St. Andrew’s plans 
to open their kitchen up for cooking class-
es, and members of a partner church 
already use it to make their zucchini bread.    
Hosting farmers markets are a good way 
to bring people in; Rice Street has a farm-
ers market across the street. St. Andrew’s 
has a living fence that surrounds the gar-
den, which includes vine plants like beans 
and tomatoes. Anyone is free to pick from 
this area at any time.

• Education. Many community gardens of-
fer classes on nutrition and cooking; others 
offer information about growing your own 
vegetables, or on being better stewards for 
our environment.

• Not just vegetables. Many community 
gardens produce flowers that can be used 
for services. Rice Street has bees, and at 
St. Andrew’s, the plans include an orchard 
and vineyard on the property (maybe even 
providing wine for services). St. John’s 
makes efforts to support farmworkers and 
their families.

continued on next page



RICE STREET COMMUNITY GARDEN

Located next to St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in 
Brevard, the Rice Street Community Garden has 
been growing for three years, during which they 
have provided almost $8,000 worth of produce to 
the community. 

The garden is funded through an annual fundrais-
ing dinner at St. Philip’s, as well as a flower sale. In 
2014, they also received funding from Lake Tox-
away Charities.

Last year, the garden produced 814 pounds of food 
to donate to the local food bank, Sharing
House, and the local soup kitchen, Bread of Life. 
Fast distribution helps ensure that food-insecure 
households receive the freshest organic produce. 
Crops include asparagus, banana peppers, broccoli, 
bell peppers, butternut squash, cabbage, carrots, 
cauliflower, collard greens, cucumbers, green 
beans, kale, lettuce (various varieties), okra, onions, 
peas, potatoes, radishes, summer squash, sweet 
potatoes, Swiss chard, turnips, and zucchini. This 
year, they added cauliflower, lima beans, and sweet 
potatoes. 

The garden is also known for its community educa-
tion events, such as how to remove invasive plants, 
using garden tools in a way that minimizes stress 
on the body, and how to plant different types of 
garlic.
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Community Garden Resources
• Soil and Sacrament: A spiritual memoir of 

food and faith is a book by Fred Bahnson 
that discusses how Bahnson and people of 
faith all over America are re-rooting them-
selves in the land, reconnecting with their 
food and each other, and praying with their 
very lives the prayer of the early Christian 
monks: “We beg you, make us truly alive.”

• The Rev. Nurya Love Parish, an Episco-
pal priest in Grand Rapids, Michigan, has 
published a guide to the “food and faith” 
movement that includes almost 100 links to 
authors, farms, nonprofits and much more. 
Her guide is available for download (free) at                                                          
www.churchwork.com.

• The yearly Wake Forest Food & Faith pro-
gram is an interdisciplinary course on bib-
lical scholarship, regenerative agriculture, 
social justice, watershed discipleship, and 
contemplative spirituality. This year’s course 
is titled A New Heaven, A New Earth: Food 
Justice, Ecology, and Revelation. It takes 
place June 15 – 19, 2015 in Asheville, 
North Carolina. For more information, visit                      
http://divinity.wfu.edu/food-and-faith.

• The American Community Garden Asso-
ciation (ACGA) has a wonderful website 
full of resources. It can be accessed at             
www.communitygarden.org.

• The website “Gardening Matters” has a 
useful page of coordinating tools for commu-
nity garden leaders. The website address is 
www.gardeningmatters.org.

• The Rural Advancement Foundation Inter-
national cultivates markets, policies and 
communities that support thriving, social-
ly just, and environmentally sound family 
farms. Their guidebook, “Come to the Ta-
ble”, shows how people of faith are relieving 
hunger and sustaining local farms in North 
Carolina. Learn more at www.rafiusa.org.

• The Western NC Alliance for Gardens That 
Give is a group of volunteers, garden man-
agers and other participants representing 
diverse models of community gardens in 
WNC that have one main thing in common: 
they grow food for donation. Learn more at               
www.thelordsacre.org.



ST. JAMES, BLACK MOUNTAIN

Since the fall of 2012, St. James, Black Mountain has 
opened its doors on Tuesday afternoons from noon 
to 3 p.m. to offer fresh produce to the community at 
no charge. Produce is provided by the Black Moun-
tain Community Garden “Plant A Row for the Hun-
gry” project, by The Lord’s Acre, by MANNA Food 
Bank, and by the Society of St. Andrew Gleaning 
Network. Volunteers arrive early Tuesday mornings 
to set up the free produce stand on the lawn of St. 
James. Members of the community begin lining up 
for the produce by 11:30am. Once they arrive, they 
are welcomed and seated in the shade. Before gath-
ering their produce, a local nutritionist provides 
them with a presentation on health and nutrition, 
and they are given a list of the suggested “recipes of 
the week”. Each week 2,000 pounds (a ton!) of free 
fresh produce is distributed. It is usually almost all 
gone within an hour.

“The Tuesday food distribution is thriving,” says 
Kelly Stephenson, Parish Administrator at St. James. 
“They have since received their own 501(c)3 status, 
and the organization is called Bounty and Soul. Last 
year, they were the recipients of a $25,000 grant 
from Human Hurt and Hope to purchase a food 
truck and begin a Mobile Market.”

ST. JOHN’S, SYLVA

The St. John’s, Sylva organic garden began in the 
early spring of 2009. Since that first growing sea-
son, the produce has been donated to two local 

food banks, United Christian Ministries (which pro-
vides non-perishable food for families in need) and 
The Community Table (which provides a communi-
ty dinner four nights each week and also provides 
food boxes). Last year, St. John’s partnered with 
Vecinos, Inc., a local non-profit that is dedicated to 
improving the lives of local farmworkers. In addi-
tion to food boxes, Vecinos provides much needed 
medical care and advocates for the well-being of 
these workers and their families. St. John’s provides 
culturally appropriate produce and non-perishable 
food for the food boxes that are distributed to the 
farmworkers and their families.

“The connection between food and faith runs deep 
in our parish,” says the Rev. Pattie Curtis, rector of 
St. John’s. “Providing food for those who are hungry 
is important. Equally important is understanding 
the many barriers that exist that make it difficult 
for families in need to access healthy food and the 
difficulties faced by our local family farms.”

St. John’s has opened its doors to RAFI, Inc., by 
providing meeting space and serving on its steer-
ing committees for their Come To The Table con-
ferences held in Sylva. These conferences bring 
people of faith concerned about hunger together 
with those who are committed to developing local, 
sustainable agriculture. 

In 2015, the garden at St. John’s will once again 
share its produce with Vecinos, Inc., and The Com-
munity Table. The number of parish volunteers 
continues to grow. 
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Forty years ago, the Rev. Carter Heyward, as part of 
the Philadelphia Elven, was ordained as one of the 
first women priests in the Episcopal Church. In honor 
of this anniversary, I spoke to the Rev. Heyward 
about this historic occasion.

Editor: When did you first feel a calling to be a 
priest?

CH: My parents tell me when I was five or six years 
old that I told them i wanted to be an Episcopal 
minister or priest, and they told me that wasn’t 
going to happen -- that’s not something that girls 
do. Then I went to college to study religion with the 
idea that i was going to teach. In the late ‘60s I 
entered seminary and met a number of women 
who were questioning why women couldn’t be 
ordained. I got caught up in the movement to make 
justice for women within the Episcopal Church.

Editor: When you were ordained in 1974, did you 
have an awareness then of being part of a historic 
moment?

CH: Yes, but I think all of us ordained in 
Philadelphia were amazed at how much interest it 
generated, particularly outside the Episcopal 
Church. We knew there would be push-back within 
the church, as well as many people excited about it. 
But we were amazed that it caught the public 
imagination the way it did. We found support from 
Jewish women, Roman Catholic women, lots of 
men, and even secular people involved in feminism 
and the justice movement.

Editor: What effect did your ordination have on 
your theological beliefs and personal spirituality?

CH: It really confirmed in me my sense that much 
of what I believed had been taking root all my life. I 
had been developing the belief since I was a little 
girl of a sacramental sense of all reality, that God 
lives in all of creation, including humanity. The 

priestly vocation -- what we do is symbolizing what 
is happening all the time when people love one 
another, that God is always active in this way. 
Anytime people get together in the name of God 
and break bread, in some ways that is a holy 
communion. The sacramental sense has been what 
is compelling to me. 

Editor: Bishop Taylor recently wrote, “There is 
always a tension between the many and the one, 
but our emphasis is far too much on the many.” This 
seems to fall along the lines of what you have called 
“relationality.” Can you explain what you mean by 
that?

CH: Mutually empowering spirit between us is God 
-- what God is in the world. That’s true whether or 
not we are participants in a church or in family or 
in nature. We don’t know how to be in mutuality 
with creation, but that’s what it is, if we could just 
cultivate that sense of deep mutual love and respect 
for one another. 

Carter Heyward and Janine Lehane are the editors of 
the recently published book, The Spirit of the Lord Is 
Upon Me: The Writings of Suzanne Hiatt. 
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An Interview with 
Carter Heyward
By Chris Goldman, Diocesan Staff

DARLENE O’DELL presents THE STORY 
OF THE PHILADELPHIA ELEVEN

The Story of the Philadelphia Eleven tells the 
story of the first eleven women priests in the 
Episcopal Church and how their ordinations 
set off a media firestorm, upended centuries 
of customs defining the role of women within 
the church, and raised questions about the 
very nature of God. According to Mary E. Hunt 
of the Women’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics, 
and Ritual, The Story of the Philadelphia 
Eleven is “a needed history and a brilliantly 
told tale.” Joining author Darlene O’Dell will be 
Carter Heyward and Alison Cheek, two of the 
first eleven women to be ordained as priests 
in the Episcopal Church.

• Wednesday, April 1, 2015 - 7:00pm
• Malaprop’s Bookstore/Cafe
• 55 Haywood St, Asheville, NC 28801
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SUNDAYS AT LAKE LOGAN EPISCOPAL CENTER
You are cordially invited to join us for Sunday lunch at Lake Logan followed by a variety of led 
programs and activities as well as self-guided exploration. Advanced reservations and payment 
required.  Space is limited.

• Sunday, April 12 and Sunday, June 14
• 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
• $25 for adults; $10 for children ages 5-17
• No charge for children under the age of 5
• Lunch served 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

April 12 – Enjoy the arrival of Spring at Lake Logan! 
For lunch we will be serving Lake Logan fried chicken and baked Sunday ham.  Vegetable selections 
will be complemented by the old recipe of Lake Logan’s homemade rolls and mini corn muffins.  
Dessert will feature lemon rub pie, tarheel pie, marmalade cake and old fashioned prune cake.

June 14 – Meet the Camp Henry summer camp staff! 
For lunch we will be serving Lake Logan fried chicken and a low country shrimp boil.  Vegetable 
selections will be complemented by the old recipe of Lake Logan’s homemade rolls and mini corn 
muffins.  Dessert will feature coconut cake, banana pudding, lemon rub pie and  homemade cookies. 
Activities include alpine tower, swimming, field games, disc golf, hiking, arts and crafts, etc.

NC Fishing license required for shoreline fishing. canoeing, kayaking and lake activities available 
June 14. For more information, visit www.lakelogan.org.



History Day follows 
historic union in WNC
By Tom Bennett

To be a Christian is to love others, and so the 
brutal eras of slavery and Jim Crow segregation 

in American history confound and bewilder.

The next “History Day” of a tri-diocesan 
Bicentennial Committee open to Episcopalians all 
across North Carolina will be April 18th at Saint 
Augustine’s University in Raleigh.  The committee 
will “examine the Church’s response during the 
Civil War, Reconstruction and Jim Crow eras.”

Far to the west, a peak in N.C. racial cooperation 
was scaled last November 2014.  

The resources and operations of St. Cyprian and St. 
Agnes Episcopal churches in the town of Franklin in 
Macon County were combined into a single entity.  
All Saints Episcopal Community formally came to 
life in resolution R8 of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Western North Carolina’s 93rd convention at 
Kanuga Conference Center near Hendersonville.

For nine years in Franklin, the once predominantly 
black St. Cyprian’s and the white St. Agnes had 
worked together as All Saints Community, led by 
the Rev. Dorothy Pratt, a 2005 graduate of The 
General Theological Seminary (NYC).  At the 
diocesan convention, the Rev. Pratt was appointed 
by Bishop Porter Taylor to be the licensed minister 
of All Saints Episcopal.

The Rev. Pratt recalls telling the audience: “After 
nine years of working, worshiping and growing 
together in love, ‘We believe our coming together to 
be an outward sign of an inward grace’ -- which Lee 
Berger, senior warden of St. Cyprian’s, had said to 
me earlier in the day.”

“St. Cyprian’s is a deep place, a holy place,” the Rev. 
Pratt later told the Franklin Press newspaper.  “I 
was ordained to the priesthood there and it was 
part of what drew me to Franklin.”

I’m unable to find a precisely similar N.C. Episcopal 

union as I’ve studied the works of James Abbott, T. 
Felder Dorn, Lawrence London, Sarah Lemmon, 
Richard Rankin, Gardiner H. Shattuck Jr. and Philip 
Walker. None record a N.C. combination of the 
resources of a onetime blacks-only church (St. 
Cyprian’s) with those of an all-white town 
stronghold (St. Agnes), and both sanctuaries 
survive in use.

The Rev. John A. Deal was the original missioner 
who came to the far west region of North Carolina, 
first in Murphy, then settling in Cartoogechaye 
Valley seven miles west of Franklin.  The Silers, a 
pioneer Episcopal family, lived there.  The Rev. Deal 
taught the Silers’ nine children in their home and 
eventually founded St. John’s in Cartoogechaye and 
St. Agnes in Franklin. Deal also was instrumental in 
the beginning of St. Cyprian’s.

The latter began as a school for African-American 
children. James T. Kennedy was a black educator 
from South Carolina who was placed in charge of St. 
Cyprian’s.  He later served as the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in North Carolina’s Archdeacon 
for Colored Work.

For more information about this year’s History Day, 
titled “A Calculated Leap: Black Episcopal Missions, 
Schools and  Bishops, 1865-1918”, see page 14. 

Tom Bennett of Murphy, N.C., is a member of 
Episcopal Church of the Messiah there and a retired 
newsman.
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The historic St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church in Franklin



Commission on Ministry releases new manual, guidelines
In February of last year, the Commission on Ministry began a review of the diocesan discernment process. 
The rationale behind this review was the recognition that the church as an institution is facing new 
challenges and new opportunities. Our ordained and lay leaders need to be able to bring the Good News 
of God in Jesus Christ in creative ways. The COM and the Bishop wanted our process to be guided by our 
best understanding of the gifts, strengths and skills that are needed by ordained and lay leadership in the 
coming years. In order to create the space and time needed to review and clarify our process, in May 2014 
the COM placed a moratorium on Aspirants entering the process. That moratorium ended on January 31, 
2015. The COM has drafted a new manual and new guidelines for Parish Lay Discernment Committees. 
Both documents are now on the diocesan website.

It is our hope that these revisions will foster deeper, more engaging conversations in the earliest steps of 
an individual’s discernment: first, the initial conversations between an Aspirant’s Rector/Priest-in-Charge 
and, second, the time spent in discernment with the PLDC. It is in these early holy and prayer-filled 
conversations that God’s call to this individual should be fully explored. As you will see in your review of the 
new COM manual and PLDC guidelines, woven into these holy conversations is the question of where and 
how an Aspirant’s gifts, strengths and skills can best be utilized given the changing landscape in which the 
church finds itself today.  

The COM has spent long hours crafting these new guidelines for our diocesan discernment process and 
I am grateful for their dedication and attention to this sacred work. To all those who have waited patiently 
during this time of moratorium to begin their own discernment of how God is calling them to serve, the 
entire COM is grateful for your patience. 

The Commission looks forward to your comments and your feedback as you work with these new 
guidelines. I’m happy to address any questions you have so please contact me at 828 586 8358. 

The Rev. Patricia Harris Curtis, Chair
Commission on Ministry/DWNC
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History Day 2015: A Calculated Leap: Black Episcopal Missions, Schools and  
Bishops, 1865-1918

The fourth annual History Day takes place Saturday, April 18, 2015. It is sponsored by the Bicentennial Planning 
Committee of the three Episcopal dioceses in North Carolina. This year’s focus is the period after the Civil War, 
when the Episcopal Church in North Carolina had no precedents to follow for ministry among the newly 
emancipated people within its bounds. As the years passed and the times changed, both blacks and whites alike 
made pragmatic compromises to achieve their increasingly divergent goals. And unique to this era is this year’s 
site – Saint Augustine’s University in Raleigh, founded in 1867 as Saint Augustine’s Normal School and Collegiate 
Institute by the Protestant Episcopal Freedman’s Commission. For more information, visit www.dionc.org.

Short Sketches of Historically Black Churches Across North Carolina
A weekly series beginning in February (Black History Month) and continuing throughout 2015. Each 100-word 
sketch (200-word if two churches are covered) features historical highlights of a historically black congregation 
and its church building(s). A collection of more in-depth congregational histories is also underway in 
conjunction with History Day 2015. Please contact Lynn Hoke at lynn.hoke@episdionc.org if you have 
information to share about any of the historically black churches in North Carolina. The sketches are available on 
the Diocese of North Carolina website at www.dionc.org.



Winter cold and darkness are closing in as 
shadowy figures approach the parish hall of a 

church in Spruce Pine and knock on the door.

¡En el nombre de cielo, os pido posada!   “In the 
name of Heaven, I ask of you shelter!”

Voices from within bark out a refusal.  The 
outsiders knock again, pleading,  “I am a carpenter 
by the name of José.” Again they are turned away. 
They knock again, this time singing, “My wife is 
Marí�a, the Queen of Heaven, who is going to be the 
mother of the Divine Word.”

 “Joseph?  Mary?”  The insiders throw open the 
doors, singing,  “Enter, pilgrims!  I did not recognize 
you!”

The Spanish-speaking men, women, and children 
who came out of the cold into the parish hall at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Spruce Pine in 
December were celebrating  Las Posadas, a 
Christmas tradition from Mexico.

 After a year of searching for an Episcopal home, in 

an open-air backyard ramada, in a public library, in 
a Presbyterian church, in a Baptist church, at last 
they have found room at Trinity.  Once a month 
since May 2014 they have met there for Sunday-
evening Spanish language Eucharist and fellowship 
over home-cooked food.  The Rev. Hilario Cisneros, 
missioner for Spanish-speaking ministries for the 
diocese, leads the service.  He has baptized three 
children. Four young people were confirmed in 
October 2014 by the Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor, 
bishop of the diocese.

“The Lord we worship speaks all languages and 
brings all people together,” said  Bishop Taylor that 
evening. 

“The Church is not about buildings but about the 
spirit connected with people,” he said.  “We want to 
let people in to the joy and wonder we have as 
Episcopalians.”

The English-language Eucharist at Trinity is 
performed Sunday mornings by part-time rector 
the Rev. Richard Biega,  and the evening of the 
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Finding Room in the Inn
By Janet Bingham and Diocesan Staff

The Rev. Hilario Cisneros leads worshipers in a celebration of El Día de los Reyes (Three Kings Day) at La Capilla de Santa Maria in 
Hendersonville on Sunday, January 4



bishop’s visit was the first time the vestry had sat 
down with the comité elected by the Spanish-
speaking worshipers.

“This has been a long time coming,” said vestry 
member Anne Cole, who came to Trinity in 1978.  
“We have discussed this for years because we 
wanted our buildings used.”  She paused to watch 
the 17 children running happily back and forth. 

 “Some Sundays,” she said,  “I sit in the pews and all 
I can see is gray hair.  If we are going to survive as a 
church, we have to reach out.  We have only four 
children under ten.  They have more children here 
tonight than we have in our entire church.  We are 
not growing.  We have discussed for years reaching 
out to the community, and now they are here!” 

For the group, called Comunidad Hispana San 
Francisco de Asís, the journey has been long.  “We 
are in deep gratitude to Trinity,” said Roberto 
Madrigál, head of the Comité.  “We needed a place.”

Madrigál and his wife Yolanda Tapí�a arrived in the 
area in the 1990s to escape economic hardship in 
their mountain home of Cherán in the Mexican 
state of Michoacán.  Most Spanish-speaking families 
in the Burnsville-Micaville-Spruce Pine area come 
from Cherán or nearby and identify themselves as 
Purépecha, native Americans who lived in 
Michoacán before Columbus. 

The Madrigáls, former Catholics, first encountered 

the Episcopal church in about 2006 when newly-
established St. Thomas Episcopal Church in 
Burnsville began offering English-as-a-Second 
Language classes to mothers needing childcare 
during class.

In the spring of 2007, under the Rev. Augusta 
Anderson, a First Communion class was held at St. 
Thomas. That June, 12 Latino children were 
presented for First Communion during Bishop 
Taylor’s annual visit to the church.

“Joyful chaos welcomed him,” wrote Anderson in an 
Episcopal News Service article.  Madrinas, padrinos, 
and parents came, and “the church was filled with 
the laughter of children.”

A similar scene greeted former Bishop Robert H. 
Johnson, who was called to St. Thomas in the spring 
of 2008 to confirm a group of Latino young people. 
“The church was packed,” Johnson recalls. “The 
families all came, the parents, the godparents.”  
Roberto Madrigál and his wife Yolanda came to 
watch the confirmation of three of their children, 
Tony, Margarita, and Juana.

However, the diocese discovered that such an 
enterprise requires the constant presence of a 
native speaker.

Bishop Johnson remarked at the time. “You need 
someone, clergy or lay, who can speak the language, 
who can understand the culture, someone who can 
be a bridge.”

He cites Hendersonville, where in 1995, as bishop, 
he recruited a full-time Spanish-speaking priest to 
build a congregation at La Capilla de Santa Maria. A 
Spanish-speaking congregation still thrives there 
under Father Cisneros, who since 2013 has been 
rector of La Capilla in addition to his role as 
missioner to the diocese.

Twenty young people were presented to the bishop 
for confirmation there during the feast day of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe on December 12.  Days later La 
Capilla for the fourth year organized a nine-night 
Las Posadas in cooperation with four local churches 
that take turns hosting the event.

As soon as the Madrigáls heard about the new 
priest from Michoacán, they wanted to meet him.
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The Rev. Hilario Cisneros leads worshipers in a separate celebration 
of El Día de los Reyes (Three Kings Day) at Burnsville Town Center 
on Saturday, January 3.

continued on next page



In June 2013, Cisneros and his wife met at the 
Madrigáls’ Micaville home with Roberto, Yolanda, 
members of their extended family, and other 
leading members of the Latino-run Multicultural 
Education Group, which had been working to 
change attitudes toward Latinos in the Burnsville 
area.  At the end of the evening the families asked 
Cisneros to conduct a misa (mass) in their area.

The misas began the following October in Roberto’s 
backyard ramada, and the search began for a 
church home.

Newdale Presbyterian Church opened its doors to 
the group for a worship service and for regular 
Tuesday-night Spanish-language Bible study.  In 
March 2014, ministers and lay-leaders from nine 
churches and five denominations met with the 
Latino families and pledged their support.  And in 
May, Trinity agreed to host evening Spanish-
language services.

Regular turn-out has averaged 30 to 60 people, but 
feast days can be a different matter. The January 
celebration of the Epiphany, El Día de los Reyes, is a 
major feast day in Mexico, and the comité of the 
Comunidád San Francisco rented the Burnsville 
Town Center.  On Saturday, January 3, about 350 
people showed up.

Salvador Sanchez brought figures of the three kings 
that he had carved from wood.  Men in royal 
costume accompanied Father Cisneros.  After a 
sermon and Eucharist, the women served posole, 
tortillas, frijoles and pulled pork.  Masked dancers 
came from as far as Marion and Hickory to perform 
such dances as Danza de los Viejitos (Dance of the 
Little Old Ones.)

The evening services at Trinity have expanded to 
two a month.  Cisneros and Biega alternate.  
Cisneros also gives a Eucharist at St. John’s in 
Marion at the request of Latino parishioners there, 
and he is exploring invitations from other parishes 
in the area that want to reach out to the Latino 
community. Bishop Taylor announced at this year’s  
Diocesan Convention that the new budget calls for 
a part-time Spanish-speaking missioner to join 
Cisneros in 2015.

During his visits to parishes around the diocese, the 
bishop is urging them to “be not afraid” and to open 
their doors to all who seek to hear more of “the 
great joy that shall be to all people.” 
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Robbin Whittington
Executive Director

828-274-2681
9 Swan St • Asheville NC
robbin@allsoulscathedral.org

theCSR.org
A collaborative portal where you can:
Find a resource ∙ Share a resource ∙ Be a resource

A joint ministry of the Cathedral of All Souls 
and the Episcopal Diocese of Western NC
Supported by the Helen Porter Foundation and the Center 
for the Ministry of Teaching, Virginia Theological Seminary

Celebration of El Día de los Reyes (Three Kings Day) at the 
Burnsville Town Center on Saturday, January 3.  The Rev. Hilario 
Cisneros is in the foreground at far right.
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Mission & Ministry Conference to 
feature bishop of Atlanta

• Saturday, May 2, 2015
• First Baptist Church in Asheville

In Psalm 137 the Psalmist asks, “How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?”  
The Israelites are in exile in Babylon. They are strangers in a strange land, and they ask 
themselves how they can sing the praises of the Lord in this context.

The 2015 Mission and Ministry Conference asks this question of us in our time.  In a certain 
sense we are all dislocated simply because of the rate of change and the increasing flow of 
information.  Think of the difference in our modes of communication now as compared to 1980. 
New technology and these constant changes cause fear.  Think of the impact of the Internet 
on our world view. And think of the rise of secularism and the data that shows the fastest 
growing religious segment are the “Nones”—as in “None of the Above” on surveys of religious 
affiliation.

How do we sing the Lord’s song in this world? How 
can we sing the song of praise in a key that makes 
sense for 2015? How can we sing because even 
among the changes and chances of this world, we 
praise the goodness of the Lord? How can we sing 
in a way that can resonate with those around us—
especially those who have never heard or even 
distrust these songs? And how can our actions of 
justice and mercy be our song?

Our keynote speaker will be The Rt. Rev. Rob 
Wright of the Diocese of Atlanta.  He is outspoken 
on justice issues.  Georgia Trend magazine 
recognized Bishop Wright as the only clergy person 
in the “100 most influential people”  of 2015.  He 
was chosen because of his activities on health 
care and gun issues.  Bishop. Wright has spoken 
out against capital punishment.  He supports 
the blessing of same-sex relationships.  We look 
forward to his message for us.

The booklet detailing all the workshops will be sent to each parish and will be online at       
www.diocesewnc.org right before Easter.  Be sure to register early to get your first choice of 
workshops.  Bishop Taylor’s workshop is always popular!  This year the title is “How to Sing in 
a Strange Land:  Go Deep, Go Out, Go Together.”



Indicia
Episcopal Diocese of 
Western North Carolina

900B CentrePark Drive 
Asheville,  NC 28805

April 5-12: Wisdom School with 
Cynthia Bourgeault Pt. II, Valle 

Crucis Conference Center
April 12: Lunch at Lake Logan Day, 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
April 14: Fiscal Ministries Meeting, 

Bishop Henry Center, 10 a.m.
 

April 14: Foundation Committee 
Meeting, Bishop Henry Center, 

1 p.m.
April 14: Trustees Meeting, Bishop 

Henry Center, 4 p.m.
 

April 16: Executive Committee 
Meeting, Bishop Henry Center, 

1:30 p.m.
April 17-19: VOCARE, Lake Logan 

Episcopal Center
April 18: History Day, St. Augustine’s 

University, Raleigh, NC
April 21: COM Meeting, Bishop 

Henry Center, 1 p.m.
April 21: Standing Committee 

Meeting, Bishop Henry Center, 3 p.m.

April 23-26: Cursillo 78, Christmount 
Assembly, Black Mountain

April 23: Deerfield Board Meeting, 
Deerfield, 3 p.m.

April 28: Fresh Start, Bishop Henry 
Center, 10 a.m.

May 2: Mission and Ministry 
Conference, First Baptist Church, 

Asheville 

May 3: Camp Henry Day, all loose 
plate offerings collected in parishes are 

donated to Camp Henry
May 6-8: Global Mission Conference, 

All Saints Episcopal Church, Atlanta
May 7: Clergy Ember Day, Grace, 

Asheville, 10 a.m. check-in; 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. program

May 7: Deans Meeting, Grace, 
Asheville, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
May 8-9: COM & Standing 

Committee overnight, Kanuga

May 16: ECW Spring Extravaganza, 
Lake Lure, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

May 19: Fresh Start, Bishop Henry 
Center, 10 a.m.

May 28: Deerfield Board Meeting, 
Deerfield, 3 p.m.

June 3-5: Province IV Bishop’s 
meeting, Kanuga

June 7: Theological Education 
Sunday, all loose plate offerings to 

benefit the Seminarian Fund
June 8-17: Camp Henry Staff 

Training, Lake Logan
June 9: Fiscal Ministries Meeting, 

Bishop Henry Center, 10 a.m.
June 9: Episcopal Foundation 

Meeting, Bishop Henry Center, 1 p.m.
June 9: Trustees Meeting, Bishop 

Henry Center, 4 p.m.
June 11: Executive Council Meeting, 

Bishop Henry Center, 10 a.m.

Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina
Calendar for April through June 11, 2015


