
 
 
 

TO:  Active Clergy, Wardens and Parish Administrators 

FROM: The Rev. Canon Augusta Anderson 

RE:  Resources for the 98th Annual Convention of the Diocese 

 

Bishop José and I are grateful for the many ways you serve Jesus in your parish and the wider 

Church. We appreciate you taking the time to read this letter and follow the provided links in 

preparation for our Annual Convention in November. 

We are thrilled to share that The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers will be our guest speaker at 

Convention! Canon Spellers serves as the Presiding Bishop’s Canon for Evangelism, 

Reconciliation and Creation, helping Episcopalians to follow Jesus and foster loving, life-

giving and liberating relationships with God, each other and the earth. The author of Radical 

Welcome: Embracing God, The Other and the Spirit of Transformation and The Episcopal Way (with Eric 

Law), she has directed mission and evangelism work at General Theological Seminary and in 

the Diocese of Long Island; founded The Crossing, a ground-breaking church within St. 

Paul’s Cathedral in Boston; and led numerous church-wide renewal efforts. A native of 

Frankfort, Kentucky, and a graduate of both Episcopal Divinity School and Harvard Divinity 

School, she makes her home today in New York's Harlem neighborhood. 

We also want to share that we will host a Pre-Convention Road Tour again and it will roll out 

the end of September through the first week of October. The Treasurer of the Diocese and 

other members of Bishop José’s staff will present a proposed 2020 budget. Likewise, Bishop 

José will be present to discuss the draft revision of the Constitution and Canon’s of the 

Diocese. This will be a time for clergy and lay leaders, especially lay delegates, to offer 

feedback and suggestions to the funding of our mission in the next year. You will find a 

schedule of these visits on the diocesan website and in the weekly diocesan e-news. 

Bishop José looks forward to being with everyone beginning Friday, November 8. While we 

will certainly attend to the business of convention, the bishop anticipates that we will also set 

aside time for fellowship and fun to nurture the relationships we share. 

There will be an orientation meeting for new delegates at 4:00 pm on Friday the 8th. We will 

then gather together for the celebration of Holy Eucharist in the sanctuary of Trinity 

Episcopal Church, where the bishop will offer his Convention Address. Later Friday evening, 

everyone is invited to a reception in Tuton Hall.  

Convention convenes on Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. sharp in the sanctuary at Trinity and 

we will conclude all business by Saturday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. 



This year, we continue to streamline both the process parishes will use to prepare for our time 

together as well as the platform for registration and delivery of any convention materials. 

Everything is located on the designated convention page on our diocesan website. 

One of the essential documents that your parish will need to complete in order to send 

delegates is the Vestry Certificate of Election; this will be due no later than October 18, 

2019. 

On the convention web page you will find the registration link so everyone who attends 

Convention (clergy, delegates, spouses, non-voting visitors) can register for Convention. 

Please know there is a fee for each person attending Convention; this fee helps defray the 

costs associated with hosting this important event.  You will also find links to area hotels that 

are providing a convention rate for those who need to make reservations for lodging. You will 

need to reserve hotel accommodations prior to October 1, 2019 when the hotels will release 

the reserved rooms to the general public. Finally, everyone will need a ticket to enter Tuton 

Hall for lunch. Your ticket will be handed to you upon registration at Trinity. 

Likewise, on the convention web page is information and the form for nominating persons to 

elected positions. We encourage everyone to prayerfully discern qualified and passionate 

individuals who are willing to serve and actively participate in the ministry of our diocese. 

Mrs. Laurel McLoughlin, Bishop José’s wife, will again host a brunch for all clergy spouses on 

Saturday, November 9 of convention. More information on this gathering can be found on 

the convention web page. 

Finally, please don’t forget to bring with you on Friday afternoon your church banner and a 

banner stand. All banners will be on display in Trinity Church over the weekend as a symbol 

of our common mission and mutual ministry. 

Again, thank you for your ministries. If you have questions, please feel to contact me at the 

Diocesan Offices (828-265-6656). 

In Christ, 

 

 

The Rev. Canon Augusta A. Anderson 
Canon to the Ordinary & Chief of Staff 
 

https://form.jotform.com/91715339684164
http://www.diocesewnc.org/convention
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=jh/ivr6otzq+fHgp0EApMw==&site=148858&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3852&EventID=178719&sn=148858

