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R1: Restating the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese 

 

The affairs of the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina (the “Diocese”) are governed 

pursuant to the Constitution of the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina (the 

“Constitution”) and the Canons for the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina (the 

“Canons”). 

 

The 2017 (95th) annual Convention of the Diocese directed the Committee on Constitution and 

Canons (the “Committee”) to make proposals for amending or replacing the existing Constitution 

and Canons. At the 2018 (96th) annual Convention of the Diocese, the Committee offered its 

proposals for amending and restating the Constitution (the “Restated Constitution”) and for 

amending and restating the Canons (the “Restated Canons”). In accordance with applicable 

procedure, the Committee was asked to further study these restated documents, to make 

adjustments it deemed appropriate after considering comments from any interested persons 

associated with the Diocese, and to report its recommendations to the 2019 (97th) annual 

Convention of the Diocese. 

 

Based on feedback received during this past year, the Committee believes it is the best interest of 

the Diocese for there to be additional time to develop a Restated Constitution and Restated Canons 

for the Diocese. This will allow persons in the Diocese more time to become familiar with these 

documents and for the Committee to consider comments from stakeholders in making possible 

adjustments. 

 

As a result of this determination, the Committee hereby reports as its recommendation to the 97th 

annual Convention that it reject the Restated Constitution and Restated Canons placed before the 

96th annual Convention. 

 

Be it resolved that in the event the 97th annual Convention should embrace the recommendation of 

the Committee and reject the Restated Constitution and Restated Canons submitted at the 96th annual 

Convention, the Committee hereby recommends and offers as a motion before the 97th annual 

Convention (a) that the constitution of the Diocese be amended and restated by that Constitution of 

the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina attached hereto (marked “Restatement Proposal 

2019 Convention”) and (b) that the canons of the Diocese be amended and restated by the Canons of 

the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina attached hereto (marked “Restatement Proposal 

2019 Convention”). In such event, the following shall apply: 



 

 

 

A. In accordance with the terms of the existing constitution of the Diocese, a proposal 

to amend the constitution is to be referred to the Committee to report on the 

proposed amendment at the next annual Convention as follows: 

 

(1) Recommendation for adoption, with or without modifications or 

changes, in which case the question for Convention shall be on the 

adoption of the proposed amendment in the form presented by the 

Committee on Constitution and Canons. 
 

(2) Recommendation for rejection, with or without reasons, in which 

case the question for Convention shall be on the adoption of the 

proposed amendment, notwithstanding the recommendation of the 

Committee on Constitution and Canons for rejection. 

 

B. In accordance with the terms of the existing constitution of the Diocese, a proposal 

to amend the constitution is to be referred to the Committee to report on the 

proposed amendment at the current or a later meeting of the Convention as follows: 

 

(1) Recommendation for adoption, with or without modifications or 

changes, in which case the question for Convention shall be on the 

adoption of the proposed amendment in the form presented by the 

Committee on Constitution and Canons. 

 

(2) Recommendation for rejection, with or without reasons, in which 

case the question for Convention shall be on the adoption of the 

proposed amendment, notwithstanding the recommendation of the 

Committee on Constitution and Canons for rejection. 

 

(3) Recommendation for adoption, with or without modifications or changes, 

but subject to adoption of amendments to the Constitution as recommended 

by the Committee on Constitution and Canons so that the Constitution and 

the Canons are generally consistent and not ambiguous, in which case the 

question for Convention shall be on the adoption of the proposed 

amendment to the Canons in the form presented by the Committee on 

Constitution and Canons subject to or conditioned upon adoption of the 

recommended amendments to the Constitution. 

 

In the event these newly-proposed restatements to the Constitution and Canons are referred to the 

Committee for consideration, please be advised that the Committee will receive and consider 

comments from any interested parties through and including April 30, 2020. A time limit must be 

imposed in order for the Committee to have sufficient time to make modifications to the documents 

it deems appropriate in advance of the 2020 annual Convention. 

 

Respectfully submitted by the Committee this the 25th day of October 2019. 


