
Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina 2020 Diocesan Convention 
 

 
Nominations for Standing Committee 
Positions Available (4-year term): 1 Clergy; 1 Lay Communicant 

 

Standing Committee Clergy Nominees 
 

The Rev. Andrew Hege, St. Mary of the Hills, Blowing Rock 
Nominated by: The Rev. Dr. Marshall Jolly 
 
Rev. Hege is the Rector of St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church in Blowing Rock, North 
Carolina. Born and raised in Thomasville, North Carolina, he is a graduate of Montreat 
College, Wake Forest University School of Divinity, and Virginia Theological Seminary. In 
his spare time, he is an avid reader, a runner, and a lover of golf. Andrew is married to 
Amanda and they share their home with their daughter, Eleanor, who was born in 2017. 
 
 

 
 

The Rev. Jonathan Stepp 
Nominated by: Ms. Dawn Armfield 
 
The Rev. Jonathan Stepp is the Rector of All Saints, Franklin. He currently serves on the 
Constitution and Canons Committee of the Diocese and the Camp Henry Board, where he chairs 
the Master Facilities Planning Committee. Jonathan and his wife Beth are the parents of Emily, a 
2020 graduate of UNCA, and Lewis, a junior in High School who serves on the Diocesan Youth 
Council and spends as much time as  he can at Camp Henry. In Franklin, Jonathan is an active 
member of Rotary and serves on the board of “Read 2 Me”, a service organization that works to    

give books to pre-school age children in the community. 
 
Prior to coming to this Diocese he was a pastor and district pastoral leader in an evangelical denomination called Grace 
Communion, where he served in ordained ministry in Fayetteville, NC, and Nashville, TN, for 15 years. A native of 
Hendersonville, he moved to the Diocese of Western North Carolina in 2012, served as the Director of Faith Formation at 
St. James Hendersonville, and was ordained as an Episcopal Priest in 2018. He holds a Master of Divinity degree from 
Campbell University Divinity School and a Master of Sacred Theology in Anglican Studies from Sewanee. “I love this 
Diocese and the Episcopal Church,” Jonathan says, “and I think that I can bring a different and helpful perspective to the 
Standing Committee because of my years of pastoral ministry in a different context.” 
 
Jonathan is especially interested in canon law, church administration, and what he calls “the nuts and bolts of how to 
empower ministry by streamlining the legal and procedural work of the church.” It was this interest in law and 
administration that led him to spend a year in law school before completing his Master of Divinity and caused him to be 
very excited about his chance to participate in the Constitution and Canons Committee. Jonathan thinks that “these 
interests, skills, and experiences are a natural fit for serving on Standing Committee”. Jonathan says that, though it may 
seem strange to say it, he actually loves attending meetings and discussing policies and procedures. “I consider such work a 
part of my calling and vocation and, if elected, I would be delighted to be a part of the Standing Committee’s ministry.” 
 
When not reading theology, medieval history, or science fiction, he enjoys hiking and watching movies with his family. 
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Standing Committee Lay Nominee 

 
 
Ms. JoAnne Ellingson, Church of the Transfiguration, Bat Cave 
Nominated by: The Rev. Wes Shields 
 

JoAnne was confirmed in 1997 at All Saints Episcopal, Fort Lauderdale, Fl.  She 
attended as a soloist in the choir for 20 years prior to her confirmation.  Her husband, 
Curtis, and she were married there in 1998.  They both were active in church activities, 
leaders in Neighborhood groups, Cursillo, Faith Alive, Vestry and Choir.  JoAnne’s 
career was Controller for a large Dry Cleaning chain for 34 years and when she retired, 
they moved to Lake Lure.  JoAnne joined Transfiguration, Bat Cave in 2006.  She has 

been very active in church activities, prayer groups, Cursillo, Faith Alive, Choir and Vestry.  JoAnne 
has been the Transfiguration Treasurer since 2007 and also Choir Director.  JoAnne’s husband died 
last year and the outpouring of comfort, caring and love from God and my church and community 
gave her strength and courage to know God still has a plan for me.  
 

JoAnne has also been very involved in her community and she wants to be of service wherever that 
leads.  
 
 

Mr. William Hasskamp, St. James, Black Mountain 
Nominated by: The Rev. Judith Whelchel 

 
 Bill Hasskamp has been a member of St James, Black Mountain for 20 years, and has 
served on the Vestry and as Junior Warden twice. He helped organize the Verger program 
in 2008 and has served as lead Verger and Verger trainer since 2 that time. He is Acolyte 
Master responsible for recruiting, training, and scheduling the youth acolytes. He chaired 
the committee to research the feasibility of Solar Energy for St James and saw this project 
to fruition with the installation of a 35 kw array producing over 70% of the St James 

electrical requirements. Within the Diocese, Bill served on the Executive Committee and on the 
Transition Committee of the Bishop search. He chaired the Walk-about subcommittee where he 
organized five public meeting for the Bishop candidates throughout the Diocese. He also chaired the 
security for the Bishop Election.  
 

Bill is a retired RN having spent 20 years of his career as an Organ Procurement Coordinator. He 
managed the care of Organ donors and their families and coordinated placement of countless organs 
for transplantation. He served on the board of directors of The North American Transplant 
Coordinator Organization for 15 years; serving as Councilor, Treasurer, Vice President and President. 
He lobbied on Capitol Hill for Organ Donation and Transplantation causes. Bill also served as chair 
of Donate Life North Carolina during the period when the organization successfully lobbied the NC 
legislature to make the heart on one’s driver’s license evidence of 1st person consent for Organ and 
eye donation.  
 

Bill was confirmed in the Diocese of WNC by Bishop Henry in 1964. He was a student at Christ 
School where he graduated in 1967. Bill is pleased to offer his deep experience and understanding of 
the Episcopal Church along with professional skills built on human care and the power of 
community in service of the Diocese. 
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Mr. Jack Parsons, Cathedral of All Souls, Asheville 
Nominated by: Mr. Michael McLaughlin 
 
Jack Parsons has called All Souls his church home since 
1986. Over the course of 23 years, he has served 17 one-year terms as Parish 
Treasurer. As Treasurer, Jack chairs both the Finance and Endowment Committees. 
His experience and judgment have enabled the parish to remain fiscally healthy through 

economic downturns, the expensive replacement of an historic roof, and the financial variables 
brought on by the Corona Virus Pandemic. He is known in the parish not only for his knowledge and 
thoroughness, but also for his unflappable and supportive demeanor in any situation. He has also 
served as an elected member of the vestry, including a term as Junior Warden; a member of the 
Dean’s Search Committee in 1996-1997; a member of the Capital Campaign Building Committee; and 
sings tenor in the choir. Jack’s prior service with the Diocese includes Fiscal Ministries from 2011-
2016 (Chair 2014-2016). He counts among his fondest blessings his participation in the pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land in 2019, led by Bishop José. 
 
Jack had a long career as CFO of several public and private non-profit mental health agencies, retiring 
after 20 years with Blue Ridge (now Western Highlands) Mental Health Authority. He now has his 
own consulting firm, working with several agencies in healthcare budgeting, billing, and planning. 
Jack is a graduate of Wake Forest University and holds an MBA from Rollins College. He lives in 
North Asheville with his partner Leland Derryberry. 
 
 

Nominations for The Episcopal Foundation 
Positions Available: 5 New Seats for Lay Communicants (3 year terms each); 

 1 Seat for Lay Communicants (2 year terms each) 
 

Episcopal Foundation New Seat Lay Nominees 

Sherree Brady, St. Peter by the Lake, Denver 
Nominated by: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor 
Sheree has been an active member of St. Peter by-the-Lake in Denver, NC for 19 years. During that time, 
she has served on the Vestry as Junior and Senior Warden. As Senior Warden, Sheree navigated her parish 
through their “Widen the Walls” Capital Campaign, which is currently underway. 
She is a licensed lay person, and completed the 4-year Education for Ministry program, where she now 
serves as on EfM Co-Mentor. In addition to her spiritual formation ministries, and in response to the 

wonderful outpouring of love and support she received during her husband’s illness and subsequent passing, Sheree helped 
create a formal meals program at St. Peter by the Lake, the HOPIN program (Helping Our Parishioners in Need). This 
program is now 50+ volunteers strong, and provides meals for the home-bound, as well as food for receptions following 
memorial services. 
Professionally, Sherry is retired from the Information Technology field, where she worked for 34 years managing the 
technology aspects of large business-driven projects. Sherry is eager and willing to serve on the Episcopal 
Foundation, and believes her experience, both spiritually and professionally, can be of benefit to our diocese. 
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Kathy Ledbetter, Trinity Episcopal Church, Spruce Pine 
Nominated by: Sherree Brady 
Kathy Ledbetter is an Episcopalian by choice. A native of Spruce Pine, NC, and a 
member of Trinity Episcopal Church, Kathy was confirmed in 1996 in Bernkastel-
Kues, Germany, by the Bishop of the Armed Forces. Currently a member of the 
Episcopal Foundation of WNC, Kathy wishes to continue serving in this ministry. 
She graduated from Western Carolina University and the George Washington 
University. During a 27-year career in working for the US Army while accompanying 
her husband to various duty stations, she served as an outpatient alcohol and drug 
rehabilitation clinical director and chief of Family Programs. Her background in 
assessing needs and addressing actions to achieve positive outcomes has been 
appreciated by her fellow Foundation members. She also serves on the Sustainable 
Development/Global Masson Grants committee. Following retirement from the US 
government, Kathy and her husband, Keith, returned home to the mountains. She is 
an active member of Trinity in Spruce Pine where she has served on the vestry and 
as senior warden. Her favorite church ministry is serving as a Meals On Wheels 
volunteer. 

 
 

Catherine Metzger, Trinity Episcopal Church, Asheville 
Nominated by: Dillon Manly 
 
Catherine is a native Ashevillian and a lifelong Episcopalian. She completed undergrad 
at the College of Charleston and was commissioned a Marine Corps officer after 
graduation, serving 6 years on active duty. Catherine then transitioned into the Marine 
Corps Reserve and earned an MBA from Belmont University (Nashville). She has 
worked at UnitedHealthcare since 2000, currently serving as VP, Business Operations 
for UHC Specialty Benefits. Catherine retired from the Marine Corps Reserve in 
2011 (Colonel). She has been a member of Trinity Episcopal Church since 2007. She 
has served in several lay ministry positions, including Altar Guild (2007 – present), 
Rector Discernment Committee (2012), Vestry (2013-2016), Senior Warden (2016), 
Worship Committee (Celtic Service); EfM graduate (2012). She currently serves on the 
WNC Bridge Foundation Board (formerly CarePartners Foundation) 

 
 

Dillon Manley, Trinity Episcopal Church, Asheville 
Nominated by: Grace Pless 
 

Dillon Manly has been the Director of Finance 2 at Trinity Church since 2010. She 
handles all the bookkeeping, financial reports and the maintaining of contribution 
records. She is also a liaison to the Investment Team, the Stewardship Team, the 
Audit Team and the Budget Team. Prior to her position at Trinity Church, she was a 
Financial Services Officer at the State Employees’ Credit Union. Dillon graduated 
from St. Mary’s College in Raleigh and earned a bachelor’s degree from UNC-CH. 
Her volunteer work includes Food for Fairview and serving on the Investment 
Committee for Children First – Communities in Schools. Dillon is a cradle 
Episcopalian and has served on the Vestry, taught Sunday School and serves as a 
chalice bearer 
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Lee Berger, All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin 
Nominated by: Dawn Armfield 

 
Lee Berger has served both her local church All Saints-Franklin and the WNC 
Diocese in many capacities since moving to the area as young Episcopalian in 1975. 
Lee has served previously at the Diocesan level on the Executive Council, the 
Foundation and the Boards of both Camp Henry and Lake Logan. In 2014 she was 
honored as a Distinguished Communicant at Convention. Instrumental in forming 
All Saints Church-Franklin out of the partnership of St. Cyprian’s and St. Agnes, 
Lee has a great appreciation for all the challenges that face parishes in the local 
church and on a Diocesan level. When charged with a task, Lee acts quickly and 

seeks to include both parishioners and the local community to achieve a response that helps the greater good. 
Lee is an example of parishioner that values the heritage of the Episcopal Church and mindful to the needs 
and realities of the Church today. Lee has served on the Foundation before as secretary, Vice-chairman and as 
Chairman. She says that she enjoys seeing what other churches are doing across the Diocese and being able to 
be on a committee that gives financial help to large churches that have tapped out their donors or to the small 
church that has a project that is just beyond the ability of the smaller congregation to fund totally.  All Saints 
(and previously St. Cyprian’s and St. Agnes) have been recipients of Foundation grants in her church memory. 
She understands how important it is to keep our aging structures a place of worship and community 3 service 
as well as reaching out with new initiatives. Lee would be honored to have your vote and have another term 
on the Foundation. 

 

Nominations for The Executive Council 
 
Positions Available (3-year term): 1 Lay Communicant from each of the following 
Deaneries: Hendersonville, Piedmont, Mountain, Western; 1 Clergy from each of the 
following Deaneries: Foothills, Hendersonville 

Executive Council Lay Nominees 
  

Chip Meyers, St. Mary of the Hills, Blowing Rock 
Nominated by: The Rev. Andrew Hege 
Nominated for: The lay position from the Mountain Deanery 
 
Chip Myers spent his working career in corporate America and has held executive 
leadership positions at IBM, Ernst & Young and KPMG Pete Marwick. In recent 
years his focus has been on corporate strategic planning, in which capacity he has 
traveled extensively, both speaking to large symposia as well as leading more intimate 
corporate planning initiatives. Today he lives in Boone with his wife Garland and 
concentrates on volunteer work, including board membership at Hunger and Health 
Coalition. He is currently Senior Warden at St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Blowing 
Rock, where he also sings in the choir. Chip was a member of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Charlotte, NC for 28 years, where he served as Jr. Warden, Stewardship 
Chairman, and Liturgical Commission Chairman. He moved to Boone in 2007 and 

joined St. Mary’s Blowing Rock in 2008. He has dedicated much of his time and energy to the church’s 
mission and ministry, and the list of his activities and leadership positions at St. Mary’s is substantial. A 
partial list includes: Current Sr. Warden – 3 years; Former Junior Warden - 3 years; Chairman-Organ and 
Renovation committee; Chairman 'Stones Will Sing' fund raising committee for building renovation; 
Chairman Stewardship Committee - 5 years; Co-chair of Tour of Homes transportation committee – 6 
years; Finance committee member; Outreach committee member; Friends of Music treasurer; Choir, Lector 
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Courtenay Smith, St. Peter by the Lake, Denver  
Nominated by: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor  
Nominated for: The lay position from the Piedmont Deanery 
 
Courtenay has been a member of St. Peter by-the-Lake for over a decade. During 
that time she has served as a lector, chalice bearer, licensed lay reader, and she's a 
member of the Daughters of the King, Grace Chapter. Courtenay is a cradle 
Episcopalian with a lifetime of experience, including working as an 
Administrative Assistant in the office of the Bishop of the Diocese of Chicago. 
Courtenay is also a certified Spiritual Director/Companion. In the local 
community she has served on the Board of Directors for the East Lincoln 
Christian Ministries. She brings experience, empathy, energy, 
compassion, and level headed decision making. 

 
 

Dawn Armfield, All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin  
Nominated by: The Rev. Jonathan Stepp  
Nominated for: The lay position from the Western Deanery 
 
Dawn Armfield is a parishioner at All Saints – Franklin. She has served her parish since 
2004 in a variety of areas in both lay ministry as a chalice bearer and lector as well as on 
the Vestry as a clerk, member and senior warden. A native of North Carolina, Dawn 
attended St. Mary’s School in Raleigh, NC for high school and junior college then 
continued her education at North Carolina State University. Dawn has spent 30 years 
working in the building supply business. Dawn shared, “I really appreciate all the 
different ways our diocese reaches out and supports the individual parish communities. 
I believe it is important for people to realize the local parishes, the diocese and the 
larger Episcopal Church are all connected. I feel as though serving on the Executive 
Council would allow me the opportunity to find ways for our deaneries to be informed 

and involved in the many opportunities our Diocese offers. I would be honored to be a part of 
sharing the Gospel of Christ and the Episcopal traditions in new ways that are available and 
enjoyable to all ages.” 
 

 
Irene Careh, Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Hickory 
Nominated by: The Rev. Karla Woggon  
Nominated for: The lay position from the Foothills Deanery filling 2 year vacancy  
 
Irene joined Ascension Hickory in 2018 and quickly became an active member of the 
congregation attending Sunday and Wednesday Holy Communion services, as well as daily 
morning and centering prayer services. Her life is rooted in prayer. In 1990 she was formally 
2 received into the Episcopal Church at Grace Episcopal church in Oxford, Massachusetts. 
At Grace Church she served on the vestry and was the parish treasurer. She is a devout 
Episcopalian, with a Roman Catholic background, who eagerly embraced the three legged 
stool of scripture, tradition, and reason. Before moving to Hickory in 2018, she was a 
member of San Jose Episcopal Church in Jacksonville Florida. In 2012, she retired from 
ADP, Inc. where she supported national accounts in ADP’s Time and Labor Management 

division. She is honored to be nominated to represent the foothills deanery on the executive council and 
is eager to serve if elected.  
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Executive Council Clergy Nominees 

 
 

The Rev. Erin Kirby, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Marion 
Nominated by: The Rev. Dr. Joel Hafer  
Nominated for: The clergy position from the Foothills Deanery 
 
Erin Kirby is the Rector at St. John’s, Marion. While originally from 
Western North Carolina, Erin recently returned from the Diocese of Fond 
du Lac in northeastern Wisconsin. While there, Erin helped establish and 
co-chair the Dismantling Racism Taskforce for the Diocese and served on 
the Finance Committee and Executive Committee. Erin graduated from 
Church Divinity School of the Pacific in 2011. Erin is ready and willing to 
serve on the Executive committee if elected.
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Nomination for Trustees of the University of the South 
 
Positions Available: 1 Lay Communicant (3-year term) and 1 Clergy (2-year term) 

 

Trustees of the University of the South Lay Nominee 

 
Dr. Bill Stiefel, Jr., Incarnation, Highlands 
Nominated by: The Rev. Bentley Manning 
 
Bill is currently serving as a Trustee to Sewanee on the Growth and Development and New 
Trustee Orientation committees and is eligible for re-election. Sewanee alumni C 60', Bill has 
also served as a member of the Executive Council and Bishop's Advisory Committee, and 
Vestry, Senior Warden. 
Bill is a Former US Navy officer serving with the Second Marine Division. He is a member of 
the Sewanee Club of Atlanta, Sewanee Club of Highlands, Former President and 20 board 
member of the Highlands/Cashiers Land Trust, and is the current President of the Hudson 
Library Board of Trustees. He is very active in service to Sewanee, attending all Board of 
Trustees meetings held in October and his committee meetings in April. 

 
 
 

The Rev. Allan McCaslin, Holy Cross, Valle Crucis 
Nominated by: Pan Adams-McCaslin 
 
Allan is the rector of Holy Cross Episcopal Church in Valle Crucis and he is an alumnus of The 
University of the South having earned a Master of Divinity from the School of Theology in 
2009, and was awarded the George Thomas Shettle Prize for Excellence in Liturgical Reading, as 
well as the Christian Education Prize for Creativity and Excellence in Biblical Studies. Since 
graduation, he has been active in several of the University/SOT programs including studies in the 
Doctor of Ministry degree program and providing feedback on a number of initiatives. He is 
especially encouraged by the University's commitment to address, repent for, and rectify for the 
future, its active historic role in the fostering and upholding of the institution of slavery, as well as 
its treatment of women and other minorities. He believes he can be a voice for on-going positive 
change at this Episcopal institution and would be honored to serve as a Trustee on behalf of the 
Diocese of Western North Carolina. 
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