
 

 

Statement by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America  

to the 

United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 20th session  

 

19 – 30 April 2021 

 

This statement is respectfully submitted by our ten-person Indigenous delegation to the 20th session of the 

Permanent Forum. Our delegation includes members from the Oglala Sioux, Kanaka Maoli, Eastern Shoshone, 

Navajo, Oglala Sioux, Ute, Pascua Yaqui, Standing Rock Sioux, Shackan, Cherokee, and Cheyenne nations of 

our organization. The Episcopal Church counts among its two million members many Indigenous peoples 

from over fifty tribal nations in the United States, Honduras, Ecuador and Colombia.  

 

On April 26, 2021, members of our delegation presented a panel entitled, “The Doctrine of Discovery and 

the Indigenous Ministries of The Episcopal Church.” The panel presentation spoke of the ongoing impact of 

the Doctrine of Discovery on Indigenous peoples in the United States today. As Indigenous Episcopalians, we 

well understand the historical role of Christianity and The Episcopal Church in the subjugation and genocide 

of Indigenous communities, and we are committed to reconciliation and to the transformation of the Church 

institution. Additionally, we stand in solidarity with the UNPFII on the issues of peace, justice, and 

strengthening our institutions. We believe that truth telling is vital to both relational reconciliation and 

institutional transformation and have been inspired by the sharing we have heard over the past two weeks of 

the UNPFII. What we have heard has in turn inspired us to hold ourselves and our institution accountable 

through our own truth telling.  

 

The Episcopal Church formally repudiated the Doctrine of Discovery at our General Convention in 2009 and 

affirmed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2012. Our General 

Convention of 2018 passed resolution DO11, directing the Indigenous Missioner of The Episcopal Church to 

appoint Indigenous representatives to provide training on the Doctrine of Discovery to all those seeking 

ordination. Further, The Episcopal Church strongly supports Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development 

Goals, affirming its commitment through the church’s governing bodies in 2015. However, in light of the SDG 

16 focus on” Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions”, our delegation feels a moral imperative to report in all 



 

 

transparency that the institution of The Episcopal Church has more proactive and intentional steps to take in 

order to strengthen its relationships with Indigenous peoples much beyond the passing of resolutions. 

Therefore, the impact of the church’s stated commitments to its Indigenous members is often experienced as 

more performative than transformative.  

 

We believe that strengthening The Episcopal Church institution requires strengthening partnerships with our 

Indigenous communities. This goal is not only consistent with the intentions of Agenda 2030 and SDG16, it is 

in keeping with the three pillars of our church’s mission for evangelism (deepening relationship with God), 

reconciliation (deepening relationships with one another), and care of creation (deepening human relationship 

with the earth). We believe that social justice advocacy for the rights of Indigenous peoples both within the 

church and in the world is essential towards actualizing the goals of all three of the church’s priorities.  

 

Indigenous people in The Episcopal Church notice that:  

 

• The church’s formally stated commitments to Indigenous peoples are only infrequently supported 

through national or local action.  

• The church’s organizational budget does not provide funding for supporting Doctrine of Discovery 

Training and that expenses for training come out of the budget for Indigenous Ministries, placing the 

financial burden for doing the work for educating the dominant culture church on resources allocated 

for indigenous people.  

• The recent Racial Audit (2021) published by The Episcopal Church identifies a clear lack of diversity in 

church leadership at every level of the institution.  

• There is no strategic plan for developing and supporting Indigenous leadership within the church and 

that the nurture of Indigenous leadership varies widely from diocese to diocese and is dependent on 

the interests of a given bishop.  

• Indigenous issues are not a priority for the church, which is an international organization that touches 

the lives of hundreds of diverse Indigenous communities.  

 

We are concerned how the influences of the Doctrine of Discovery continue to inform and shape our social 

institutions, from corporate businesses to governance, across our lands and across our church. Throughout 



 

 

the 20th Session of UNPFII, we have heard many Indigenous representatives from around the world speak to 

the importance of the spiritual connection between people and the earth and the need that Indigenous 

peoples share on every continent and in every nation to restore human balance with Creation. We believe 

that the recovery of our planet is inextricably linked to the need for advocacy and justice for Indigenous 

peoples, whose lands comprise 95 million acres of biodiverse regions in the United States alone. Care of 

Creation must include the proactive care of Indigenous people.  

 

The Episcopal Church is dedicated to human rights advocacy and the rights of women. The international 

epidemic of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women is a global and domestic reality closely linked to the 

injustices of resource extraction through the presence of corporately funded Man Camps of industry 

personnel. For The Episcopal Church to be genuinely committed to addressing the intersectional issues 

confronting our world today, then the church must strengthen its commitment to Reconciliation in proactive 

ways that assure the well-being, autonomy, and sustainability of future generations of Indigenous peoples so 

that “all human beings can fulfil their potential in dignity and equality and in a healthy environment.” (Agenda 

2030)  

 

The Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church, The Most Rev. Michael Curry, has said that evangelism is 

about sharing the journey into a deeper relationship with God and with each other, that evangelism is 

everything and anything that helps us to come closer as human children of God. If this is true, then it is also 

true that it is our faithful obligation as Indigenous Episcopalians to challenge our church to deepen its 

relationship with the Indigenous people with whom it journeys, to strengthen its partnership with us through 

prioritizing the work of reconciliation and creation care through indigenous advocacy. This delegation is 

committed to continuing to be part of the transformation within the church and within the United Nations 

framework. Only through this type of mutual commitment can The Episcopal Church become a strong 

institution, having genuinely fostered the partnerships needed for realizing true justice and peace -- as we 

journey together along the Way of Love, on God’s good earth. 

 
April 30th, 2021 

 


	Statement by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
	Statement by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
	United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 20th session
	United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 20th session
	19 – 30 April 2021
	19 – 30 April 2021

